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in many other state Legislatures has been the trend towards
trying to get at the real pz oblem. In other words, wetting
at the problem isn't Just apprehending, Jailing and .hen hav­
ini; repeat performances by those offenders. The only way y o u
can pet at these pz oblems addressed in this particular amend­
ment, alcoholism, /rugs, the entire area, is that there be
sone treatment, that there be some education but particularly
treatment,, that you get these individuals to seek counselin,",
or to understand that they have a problem. Evervone knows
that an alcohol1c must first of all acknowledge that he has
a problem oz' that she has a problem. Same thing with drug
users. So that in all of these areas, if we can get at the
problem, not by legalizing any of these dangerous drugs and sub­
stances, but by getting at the problem and solving it for
the long run not for the matter of Just getting them off
the szzreets and saying, well now, the offenders are out of
sight, out of mind. They are not out of sight. They are not
out of mind and I think that this is the approach which makes
sense and I' ll tell you, incidentally, it makes dollars for
the criminal Justice system because the police, the patzol,
the sheriffs are spending a disproportionate amount of time
in these areas, apprehending Jailing, going to court, trying
to dispute what attorneys for the defense, then bring up, as
Senator DeCamp says, these are the areas in which we ought
to take that money and spend 1t in going after crime, felony
crime, and the hard drug abusers, the cocaine, right on down
the line. In fact the experience in the states that have used
this system has been that not only has more money been avail­
able, more time been available, but the police and the sheriffs
and the patrol of these states have been able to apprehend moze
of those people who are pushing hard drugs and there has been
a real crackdown in the area of dz'ug and narcotic law enforce­
ment. This is why the federal government is going in th1s dir­
ection. This is why the President of the ".n1ted States and his
Commission and his advisors are going 1n this d1rection. This
is why one third of the nation right now already has laws that
have been adopted, that are in effect, that are following this
paz'ticular line of reasoning. As far as anyone suggesting
that this only opens the door, this causes more use of these
drugs, the facts do not speak out in this direction at all.
The facts are belied by the fact that the increased use, for
example, in Oregon of mariJuana was no more than when they
went to this type of a program, was no more than the average
national increase of the use of mariJuana, the same thine with
alcoholism. Me know we have to come to grips w1th this subJect.
Ne know we have to do something sooner or later. Now is the
time and I think Nebraska along with these other states can
help l ead the way.

P RESIDENTz Senator C l a r k .

SENATOR CLARK: Mr. President, this is some kind of an amend­
ment he is coming up here with entirely different. It also
conta1ns in section 12 and 13, Just a bill we killed yester­
day and that you can't have any open bottle at all 1n vour
automobile within the driver. Now it doesn't say anything
about pickups, it doesn't say anvth1ng about campers, motor
homes or anything else in here. This is a harassment type
thing. I' ll tell you one thing. Every kid in the country
hetter not keep any of those beer cans in his car 1f he has
a half ounce of beer left in there because it would be con­
siderec an open container with alcoholic beverages in it and
he better throw them out in the ditches because you certainly


